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September 30, 1904 



Experiments in the viability of the cholera organism. 

During the week ended August 20, 1904, there were issued 1 sup- 
plemental and 1 original bill of health, and inspected 2 vessels, 332 
crew, 83 cabin and 115 steerage passengers, together with 58 pieces 
of baggage. Eight cases of disease on board were investigated, all of 
which were nonquarantinable diseases. There was, however, 1 case 
of pulmonary tuberculosis for Japan, which was recommended to the 
ship's surgeon for such isolation as could be practiced. This case was 
among the cabin passengers on the steamship Korea. 

The weekly report of the municipal health officer shows for the 
week, smallpox 2 deaths, enteric fever 4 cases, diphtheria 1 death, 
tuberculosis 45 deaths. The total reported mortalit} T was 2 foreigners 
and 138 natives. 

In conversation with Doctor Stanley, the health officer, some days since 
I was interested to learn of some of his experiments as to the viability 
of the cholera organism when planted on certain fruits, etc. While 
these'experiments.have not been carried to completion as yet, it has 
been observed that the organism does not survive when planted on 
acid fruits, but that on watermelon and like fruit it grows luxuriantly 
and for an indefinite time — that is, until it is destroyed by putrefactive 
processes. Salads and green vegetables have not been tried as a 
culture medium. 

No quarantinable diseases have been reported from out ports, and 
cholera is absent from the official report for this settlement. The 
general hospital which is used for the accommodation of this class of 
patients, as well as nonquarantinable cases, seems to have none, and 
those in close touch with the Chinese say there are very few cases. 
This office has not, therefore, felt justified in enforcing up to the pres- 
ent time any further restrictions than those relating to fruit and vege- 
tables, etc., of which the Bureau has already been advised. 

COSTA RICA. 

Report from Limon, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Goodman reports as follows: Week ended 
September 17, 1904. Estimated population, 4,000; number of deaths, 
9; prevailing diseases, malaria in many of its manifestations. Not- 
withstanding the order issued a month ago by the chief of police of 
Limon, requiring all water barrels to be covered with wire netting and 
forbidding the presence of stagnant water on premises, not one visible 
step has been taken in compliance therewith, nor can I hear of any 
penalty' imposed for its infraction. Numerous uncovered barrels and 
puddles of stagnant water near and under houses are much in evidence: 

Bills of health were issued to the following- named vessels: 
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Two bills of health to Panaman ports were visaed. 



